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Medford City Council 

Medford, Massachusetts 
  

The Seventeenth Regular Meeting, September 17, 2024 
  

City Council 
 

Isaac B. “Zac” Bears 
Anna Callahan 

Kit Collins 
Emily Lazzaro 
Matt Leming 

George A. Scarpelli 
Justin Tseng 

  
This meeting will take place at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, 
Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. 
 
Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82141338930 
Call-in Number:+13017158592,,82141338930# US  
Broadcast Live: Channel 22 (Comcast), Channel 43 (Verizon), and medfordtv.org. 
 
To submit written comments, please email AHurtubise@medford-ma.gov. 
  

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS, AND 
RECORDS 

24-469 - Offered by Justin Tseng, City Councilor 

Resolution to Celebrate the Importance of Chevalier Theater and Gene Mack Gym  

Records 
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The Records of the Meeting of September 10, 2024 were passed to Councillor Lazzaro 

Reports of Committees 

24-033 - Offered by Kit Collins, Council Vice President 

Planning and Permitting Committee, September 11, 2024, Report to Follow  

Refer to Committee for Further Discussion 

24-468 - Offered by Justin Tseng, City Councilor 

Resolution to Discuss Updates to the City Charter   

PETITIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND SIMILAR PAPERS 

24-439 

Continued - Petition For a Special Permit For Hours - Panda Express 

MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 

24-470 - Offered by Justin Tseng, City Councilor 

Resolution to Discuss the Installation of Sanitary Facilities in Public Spaces  

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

24-467 
Offered by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 

Capital Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

To participate outside of Zoom, please e-mail AHurtubise@medford-ma.gov. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

24-457 Request for Amendment to Previously Approved Grant of 
Location 

IN CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 

TABLED  

  
23-449 Wildlife Feeding Ordinance 
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IN CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 10, 2024          Approved for First Reading 

 
TO BE ADVERTISED 
 
IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 TBD 

24-458 Establish an EV Charging Revolving Fund 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 
ADVERTISED 
 
ELIGIBLE FOR THIRD 
READING 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2024       Approved for First Reading 
 
 
 
TBD 
 

23-412 Petition to Amend Deed Restriction - 12 Dell Avenue 

IN CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 

TABLED  

24-031 Request a Representative from BJ's Wholesale Club Meet 
to Discuss Construction and Neighborhood Concerns 

IN CITY COUNCIL FEBRUARY 6, 2024 

TABLED  

24-352 Petition For a Class II Auto Body License - Finest Auto 
Body, Inc 

IN CITY COUNCIL MAY 14, 2024 

TABLED  

Reports Due/Deadlines 

16-574 University Accountability Spring 2017-Report (Next Report 
Due in November 2024) 

22-026 Quarterly Presentation on City’s Financial Health by Chief 
Financial Officer/Auditor 

22-027 Monthly Copy of Warrant Articles from Chief Financial 
Officer/Auditor 

Adjournment 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   Justin Tseng, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-469 - Resolution to Celebrate the Importance of Chevalier Theater and Gene Mack Gym 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved, that the City Council celebrate the importance of the Chevalier Theater and commend 
the Friends of the Chevalier Theater and Gene Mack Gym for their hard work in ensuring the success 
of the theater.  

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   Justin Tseng, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-468 - Resolution to Discuss Updates to the City Charter  
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that the Governance Committee discuss updates to the 
City Charter, including creating a timeline for action and reviewing proposals of the Charter Study 
Committee once finalized. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   
 

 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-439 - Continued - Petition For a Special Permit For Hours - Panda Express 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

LEGAL NOTICE 
MEDFORD CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
CONTINUED - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
  
The Medford City Council will hold a public hearing in the Howard F. Alden Chambers on the second 
floor of Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom on Tuesday, 
September 10, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., a link to be posted no later than Friday, September 6, 2024, on a 
petition for a Special Permit for Hours filed by Panda Express, 491 Riverside Avenue, Medford, MA 
02155.  The petitioner is seeking to extend the hours of operation of the restaurant in a commercial 
(C-1) Zoning District at 491 Riverside Avenue, Parcel ID. Q-15-11. 
 
The petition seeks a: 
 
Special Permit For Hours 
Monday – Sunday 11:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. 
  
Petition and Plan may be viewed in the Office of the City Clerk, Room 103, Medford City Hall, 
Medford, MA.  Call 781-393-2435 for any accommodations/aids. The City of Medford is an 
EEO/AA/504 Employer. 
  
By the order of the City Council 
  
S/Adam L. Hurtubise 
City Clerk 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  

Page 6 of 39



FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   Justin Tseng, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-470 - Resolution to Discuss the Installation of Sanitary Facilities in Public Spaces 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved, that the Committee on Public Health discuss the possibility of installing sanitary 
facilities in public spaces, including in our parks.  

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   
 

 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-467 - Capital Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. 2024-09-17_CapitalStabilizationFundApproprationRequests 
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MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS
MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN

85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155
781-396-5500 * www.medfordma.org

September 12, 2024

Via Electronic Delivery
To the Honorable President and
Members of the Medford City Council
Medford City Hall
Medford, MA 02155

Re: Capital Stabilization Fund Appropriation Requests

Dear President Bears and Members of the City Council:

I respectfully request and recommend that your Honorable Body approves the following two 
appropriations from the Capital Stabilization Fund:

• Spring Street at Central Avenue Traffic Signal Safety Improvement Project in the amount of Two 
Hundred Eighty-Three Thousand, Five Hundred Thirty-Five Dollars ($283,535); and

• Matching funds for the MassDEP VW and Refuse Truck Electric grant program, to purchase one 
electric refuse truck in the amount of One Hundred Seventy-Eight Thousand Dollars ($178,000).

As your Honorable Body knows, the Capital Stabilization Fund presently has a balance of $5,000,000. 
Further, any appropriation from any stabilization account requires a 2/3rds majority vote of the City 
Council. 

Director of Traffic and Transportation Todd Blake will be present to answer any questions on the Traffic 
Safety Improvement Project and CPA Manager Theresa Dupont will be present to answer any questions 
on the Electric Refuse Truck project.

Finally, I respectfully request that both, or at least for the Traffic Signal Safety Project, your Honorable 
Body wave the three readings, as the City is under some tight timelines for award and Director Blake will 
elaborate on those details at and/or before the meeting.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Respectfully submitted, 

Breanna Lungo-Koehn
Mayor
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   
 

 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-457 - Request for Amendment to Previously Approved Grant of Location 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 
 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. 2024.07.19 - Petition by National Grid to Amend Grant of Location 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   Kit Collins, Council Vice President 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

23-449 - Wildlife Feeding Ordinance 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Amended Wildlife Feeding Ordinance as reported out of the Planning and Permitting Committee on 
August 13, 2024 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. 23-449 Wildlife_Feeding_Ordinance_Version 9.4.2024 
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Wildlife Feeding Ordinance DRAFT 9.4.2024

Part 1, Ch. 6, Article 6 – In General. 

Section 6–49. Wildlife Feeding Prohibited. 

A. Purpose and Intent.  
a. The intent of this ordinance is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community 

via curtailing the inappropriate feeding of wildlife. 
b. Medford is home to a large population of wild animals, including but not limited to rats, 

pigeons, gulls, and raccoons. It has been established that feeding such wildlife, whether 
intentionally or passively, entices and attracts these wild animals around and into private 
property and in Medford, including into private porches and backyards. 

c. Feeding creates nuisances and health hazards for residents and prevents residents from 
the unfettered enjoyment of their outdoor spaces. Furthermore, inappropriate or excessive 
feeding of wildlife can create health hazards for wild animal populations, can interrupt 
their normal feeding patterns, can cause nutritional issues, threaten their health, promote 
the spread of diseases, and entice them into areas of the City that are unsafe for them. 

d. As private properties in Medford share permeable boundaries with one another, the 
feeding of wildlife on one property, whether intentionally or passively, stands to create 
nuisances or problems for neighboring residents, particularly in the densely settled areas 
of the City.    

e. This ordinance should not be interpreted in any way to interfere with the authority of the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, or any other state agency with 
jurisdiction over wildlife.

A. Definitions
f. Wildlife shall mean any undomesticated and unrestrained animal or fowl, including but 

not limited to pigeons, raccoons, rats, gulls, geese, foxes, skunks, coyotes, and/or any 
other animals or fowl.

g. Feed or Feeding shall mean the act of distributing, scattering, placing, exposing, or 
depositing, directly or indirectly, any feed or foodstuffs, including but not limited to 
grain, seeds, or other food products, in any manner or form, so as to constitute a lure, 
attraction, or enticement to wildlife.

h. Bird feeder shall mean any apparatus designed for the feeding of songbirds, and not fowl, 
that is equipped with attachments and catchments that prevent access to food, seed, nuts 
and dried fruit by any other wildlife.

i. Pet or pets shall mean any domesticated animal, such as a dog, cat, bird, or other animal 
that is kept for pleasure in a residence rather than for commercial purposes. 

B. Prohibited activity
a. No person shall feed any wildlife on or in any public or private property within the City 

of Medford. 
b. Whenever the Animal Control Officer, Health Director, Sanitarians, or Code 

Enforcement Officers becomes aware that wildlife has been found feeding on any 
substance, and the resident or person responsible for the property has been notified of the 

Commented [DB1]:  Some municipalities seek 
to add an “intent” element to distinguish between 
accidental feedings and intentional misconduct.  
For example, you may wish to consider adding 
something like “Whenever the Animal Control 
Officer becomes aware that wildlife has been 
found feeding on any substance, and the resident 
or person responsible for the property has been 
notified of the occurrence thereof, any 
subsequent feedings shall be prima facie 
evidence that the feeding was with the knowledge 
or intent of the resident or person responsible for 
the property.”
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occurrence thereof, any subsequent feedings shall be prima facie evidence that the 
feeding was with the knowledge or intent of the resident or person responsible for the 
property. The Animal Control Officer, Health Director, Sanitarians, or Code Enforcement 
Officers shall use their discretion to distinguish between accidental feedings and 
intentional and/or repeated misconduct.

c. Any outdoor trash receptacles or composters containing any material edible to wildlife 
must not be accessible by wildlife; no trash or materials may be exposed. In responding 
to a feeding issue, the enforcing authority shall determine whether garbage, trash, and/or 
refuse container(s) on the premises is the source of the wildlife feeding problem. If the 
refuse containers are determined to be the source of the wildlife feeding problem, the 
resident or person responsible for the premises shall replace them with a more secure 
wildlife-proof container or permanent structure. Failure to comply with an order to 
replace or secure refuse containers identified as attractants within seven (7) days will 
constitute a violation of this section.

A. Exceptions
d. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prohibit bird feeders. However, if a bird 

feeder is determined to be the cause of a public safety threat or nuisance by the Animal 
Control Officer, Health Director, Sanitarians, or Code Enforcement Officers, the bird 
feeder(s) and seed debris will be required to be removed at the instruction of the 
enforcing officer. 

e. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted so as to prohibit the feeding of domesticated 
pets, provided that if food intended for pets is determined to be the source of wildlife 
feeding, the resident or person responsible for the premises will be required to take steps 
to render such pet food inaccessible to wildlife. If any wildlife continues to gain access to 
pet food, the condition allowing access must be corrected or the pet food removed within 
48 hours.

f. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted so as to prohibit the storage of food products, 
pet food, or other material on any premises in a manner which does not constitute a lure, 
attraction or enticement of wildlife on property within the City of Medford, provided that 
if such storage is determined to be the source of a wildlife feeding problem, the resident 
or person responsible for the premises will be required to take steps to render such 
storage area inaccessible to wildlife and the area near the storage be kept free from such 
debris. If any wildlife continues to gain access to a storage area, the condition allowing 
access must be corrected or the stored material removed within 48 hours.

C. Stray or feral cats
a. No person shall feed any feral or stray cats, with the following exceptions. 
b. This section shall not apply to any persons registered as a Feral Cat Caretaker per Ch. 6, 

Article III, Sec. 6-110; nor is this section intended to in any way interfere with the work 
of duly registered Feral Cat Caretakers. 

c. This section shall not apply to persons feeding feral or stray cats with the express purpose 
of adopting and domesticating said cat(s) within fourteen (14) days of the initial feeding 
by said persons, in accordance with M.G.L. c 140, Sec. 145B, having them vaccinated 
against rabies within ninety (90) days or upon said cat(s) reaching the age of six (6) 
months, whichever last occurs. 

Commented [DB2]:  I recommend defining bird 
feeder in the section above.  Something akin to:  
Bird feeder shall mean any apparatus designed 
for the feeding of song birds, and not fowl, that is 
equipped with attachments and catchments that 
prevent access to any food, seed, nuts, and dried 
fruit by any other wildlife.

Commented [DB3]:  You may wish to similarly 
define “pets” above. For example, where do feral 
cats or stray cats fall?  Consider whether you 
want to specifically address cats, such as: 

No person shall feed any feral or stray cat. This 
section shall not apply to persons feeding feral or 
stray cats with the express purpose of adopting 
and domesticating said cat(s) within fourteen (14) 
days of the initial feeding by said persons and, in 
accordance with M.G.L c. 140, § 145B, having 
them vaccinated against rabies within ninety (90) 
days or upon said cat(s) reaching the age of six 
(6) months, whichever last occurs. 
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d. Feeding of feral and stray cats by registered Feral Cat Caretakers for periods longer than 
fourteen (14) days prior to domestication may be permitted at the discretion of the 
Animal Control Officer. 

D. Enforcement and Penalties
a. The Animal Control Officer, Health Director, Sanitarians, and Code Enforcement 

Officers are authorized to administer and enforce this ordinance. 
b. This ordinance shall be enforced in the manner provided in Section 1-13 of these 

Ordinances and M.G.L. c. 40, § 21D. Any property owner or tenant who violates any 
provision of this ordinance shall be subject to the following penalties:

i. First offense: Written warning
ii. Second offense: $50.00

iii. Third (and each subsequent) offense: $100.00
E. Effective Date

a. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

September 17, 2024   
 

 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-458 - Establish an EV Charging Revolving Fund 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Request to Establish a Revolving Fund for Electric Vehicle Charging 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. EstablishEVChargingRevolvingFund_2024.09.10_wEnclosures 
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MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN 

 

85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 
781-396-5500 * www.medfordma.org 

 

 
 
August 27, 2024 
 
Via Electronic Delivery 
To the Honorable President and 
Members of the Medford City Council 
Medford City Hall 
Medford, MA 02155 
 
RE: Request to Establish a Revolving Fund for Electric Vehicle Charging  
 
Dear President Bears and Members of the City Council, 
 
I respectfully request and recommend that the City Council approve the following amendment to Chapter 
2, Article V, Division 4, of the City’s Ordinances by adopting the following change: 
 

The table in “Sec. 2-964. – Authorizing revolving funds” shall be amended to include an Electric 
Vehicle Charging Revolving Fund as per the enclosed table. 

Enclosed is a letter from the Director of Planning, Development & Sustainability Alicia Hunt that outlines 
this request, as well as a memorandum that provides supporting documentation. Finally, I am enclosing a 
memorandum by Finance Director/Auditor Bob Dickinson that provides the necessary certification 
pursuant to M.G.L. c. 44, § 53E ½ for establishing a revolving fund in the middle of a fiscal year.  

Climate Staff Planner Brenda Pike will be available to speak to this request and answer any questions that 
you may have.  
 
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
Mayor 
 
Enclosures (4) 
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A B C D E F G
Revolving Fund Department, Board, 

Committee, Agency or 
Officer Authorized to 
Spend from Fund

Fees, Charges or Other 
Receipts Credited to Fund

Program or Activity 
Expenses Payable from 
Fund

Restrictions or 
Conditions on Expenses 
Payable from Fund

Other Reporting 
Requirements/Reports

Fiscal Years

EV Charging

Department of Planning, 
Development, and 
Sustainability

Receipts from City-owned 
public electric vehicle 
charging station sessions

Expenses related to City-
owned electric vehicle 
charging stations, to include, 
but not be limited to, energy, 
maintenance, and operating 
costs

Annual expenditures 
shall not exceed 
account balances.

Director to prepare an 
annual report on deposits 
and expenditures

Fiscal Year 2024 and 
subsequent years
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               City of Medford 
         Office of Development, Planning & Sustainability              

                         Contact: 

                                       City Hall - Room 308                                (781)393-2480     

                                  85 George P. Hassett Drive                   Fax: (781)393-2342   

                              Medford, Massachusetts 02155                   ocd@medford-ma.gov  

                                                                                                                  
 

August 12, 2024 

 

Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 

85 George P Hassett Drive 

Medford, MA 02155 

 

The Planning, Development & Sustainability Department is requesting that the City Council establish a 

revolving fund to be the receipt of the charges generated by City-owned electric vehicle charging station. 

 

M.G.L. c. 44, § 53E ½ the fund shall meet the following specifications: 

 

A) The programs or activities for which the revolving fund may be expended;  

The EV Charging revolving fund shall be expended for expenses related to City-owned electric 

vehicle charging stations. These expenses shall include, but not be limited to, energy, maintenance, 

and operating costs.  

 

B) The departmental receipts in connection with those programs or activities that shall be credited to the 

revolving fund;  

 

The EV Charging revolving account shall be established for all receipts from City-owned public 

electric vehicle charging station sessions. 

 

C) The board, department, or officer authorized to expend from such fund; and  

 

The City of Medford Department of Planning, Development & Sustainability will be the authorized 

department to initiate expenditure of the EV Charging revolving account funds.  

 

D) any reporting or other requirements the City may impose;  

 

The Director of Planning, Development & Sustainability will prepare an annual report on deposits 

and expenditures.  

 

I would be happy to answer any of the Council’s questions in regard to the creation of this fund. Please feel 

free to contact me here at City Hall or by email (ahunt@medford-ma.gov).   

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Alicia Hunt 

Director of Planning, Development & Sustainability 
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               City of Medford 
         Office of Development, Planning & Sustainability              

        Contact: 
   City Hall - Room 308                              (781)393-2480 

   85 George P. Hassett Drive                 Fax: (781)393-2342 
   Medford, Massachusetts 02155              ocd@medford-ma.gov 

                                                                                                                  
 
August 12, 2024 
 
Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
85 George P Hassett Drive 
Medford, MA 02155 
 
RE: EV Charging Costs 
 
We want to make sure that receipts to the Electric Vehicle Charging revolving fund will cover 
expenses. Medford’s current electric vehicle charging pricing of $0.25/kWh is not set at a level to 
cover the current annual operating costs for the stations. Increasing the pricing to $0.35/kWh is 
likely to cover the operating costs moving forward, assuming future usage levels increase at a 
similar rate as they have been. This is a reasonable assumption, since usage has more than 
doubled every year since 2021. 
 

 
Actuals FY23 –  

5 installed stations 
Actuals FY24 –  

13 installed stations 
Projection FY25 – 

14 installed stations 
Energy Used (kWh) 55,297.30 124,740.56 249,481.12 
Energy Cost $10,953.49 $29,566.32 $59,132.64 
Network + 
Maintenance Plans $8,070.00 $17,485.00 $18,830.00 
Total Cost $19,023.49 $47,051.32 $77,962.64 
Received $12,476.22  $28,079.10  $56,158.20  
Difference $6,547.27 $18,972.22 $21,804.44 
Price Increase to 
Cover Difference $0.12 $0.15 $0.09 
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An additional charge could also be included of $1/hour after the first four hours, to encourage 
drivers not to leave their cars parked at the station after fully charging, allowing other drivers to 
use the stations. 
 
Equity considerations 
 
Currently, the average electric vehicle owner has an income of more than $100,000/year.i However, 
to avoid potentially burdening low-income EV drivers with increased costs, the City could set up an 
income-based EV charging program. Residents could apply and submit documentation of income 
levels below 80% area median income (AMI). To ease the administrative burden of income 
verification, proxies could be used, such as Mass Health, Head Start, TAFDC, SNAP, WIC, EAEDC, 
National School Meal Programs, Veterans’ Service Benefits, or Utility Fuel Assistance.  
 
Because of the current income characteristics of EV drivers, it is anticipated that there would 
initially be little uptake on this offer, and thus little administrative and operating cost. However, it 
could be an important safety valve to ensure no harm is done to low-income populations through a 
price increase.  
 
Comparisons 
 
Level 1 or level 2 charging at home would currently be $0.31/kWh if residents are enrolled in 
Medford’s standard Community Electricity Aggregation offering. 
 
Level 2 charging in the area tends to range from free (Watertown) to $0.35/kWh (Stoneham), with 
most at $0.20-$0.25/kWh (roughly the equivalent of $2/gallon gas with a Toyota Corolla). Other 
municipalities with rates at $0.25/kWh or below have confirmed that their rates are not currently 
covering their ongoing costs, and Melrose, Arlington, and Somerville have recently increased their 
rates.  
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• Stoneham - $0.35/kWh, plus $1/hour 
• Melrose - $0.30/kWh, plus $3/hour after first three hours 
• Arlington - $0.30/kWh 
• Somerville - $0.25/kWh  
• Boston - $0.25/kWh 
• Wakefield - $0.25/kWh 
• Reading - $0.20/kWh 
• Cambridge - $0.19/kWh 
• Malden - $0.18/kWh 
• Watertown - free 

 
Level 3 charging in the area tends to be around $0.42/kWh (roughly the equivalent of $4/gallon gas 
with a Toyota Corolla). Because level 3 charging is significantly faster than level 1 or level 2, it’s 
reasonable for drivers to expect to pay more for it. 
 
EV charging choices tend to be geographically based, and the majority of drivers are willing to pay 
a premium over at-home charging rates to use a public Level 2 charger1, so it’s unlikely that a price 
increase will reduce usage of Medford’s charging stations.  
 
Other considerations 
 
The ChargePoint network and maintenance plans are a fixed annual cost per station, so if station 
usage continues to increase at the current pace, receipts could outpace operating costs. However, 
electricity rates are also likely to increase over time. Because of the unpredictability of these 
factors, rates should be reassessed on an annual basis. 
 

 
i “EV Consumer Behavior,” Fuels Institute. June 2021. https://www.transportationenergy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/21FI_-EVC_ConsumerBehaviorReport_V07-FINAL.pdf 
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                                                               City of Medford                    
 FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

  
 City Hall – Room 105  
 85 George P. Hassett Drive  

Medford, MA 02155 
Robert D. Dickinson  Telephone 
Finance Director/Auditor   (781) 393-2414
  

  

 

TO:  Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
FROM:   Bob Dickinson, Finance Director/Auditor 
DATE:   August 12, 2024 
RE:  Electric Vehicle Charging Revolving Fund 
 
In accordance with M.G.L. c. 44, § 53E ½, which states, in part (bold emphasis added): 
 

“…The establishment of any fund shall be made not later than the beginning of the fiscal 
year in which the fund shall begin. Notwithstanding this section, whenever, during the 
course of any fiscal year, any new revenue source becomes available for the 
establishment of a revolving fund under this section, such a fund may be established 
in accordance with this section upon certification by the city auditor, town 
accountant, or other officer having similar duties that the revenue source was not 
used in computing the most recent tax levy...” 

 
I hereby certify that the revenue source from the receipts generated by City-owned EV charging 
stations were not used in computing the most recent tax levy. 
 

 
 
 
Robert D. Dickinson 
Finance Director/Auditor 
City of Medford, Massachusetts 
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