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Medford City Council 

Medford, Massachusetts 
  

The First Regular Meeting, January 14, 2025 
  

City Council 
 

Isaac B. “Zac” Bears 
Anna Callahan 

Kit Collins 
Emily Lazzaro 
Matt Leming 

George A. Scarpelli 
Justin Tseng 

  
This meeting will take place at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, 
Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. 
 
Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85032601263 
Call-in Number: +1 312 626 6799 US  
Live: Channel 22 (Comcast), Channel 43 (Verizon), YouTube, and medfordtv.org. 
 
To submit written comments, please email AHurtubise@medford-ma.gov. 
  

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

COUNCIL ORGANIZATION & ELECTION OF LEADERSHIP 

25-001 - Election of a City Council President for 2025 

Administration of Oath to Council President 

25-002 - Election of a City Council Vice President for 2025 

Administration of Oath to Council Vice President 
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25-003 - Offered by Kit Collins, City Councilor 

Resolution to Adopt Standing Committee Rules from Prior Year  

25-004 - Offered by Kit Collins, City Councilor 

Resolution to Transfer All Papers in Committee from 2024 to 2025  

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS, AND 
RECORDS 

25-008 - Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 

Resolution in Remembrance of John Granara  

25-009 - Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 

Resolution in Remembrance of Ralph Evangelista  

Records 

The Records of the Meeting of December 17, 2024 were passed to Councilor Tseng. 

Reports of Committees 

24-511 - Offered by Isaac Bears, City Councilor 

Committee of the Whole, December 17, 2024, Report to Follow  

24-006 - Offered by Isaac Bears, City Councilor 

Committee of the Whole, December 18, 2024, Report to Follow  

Refer to Committee for Further Discussion 

25-005 - Offered by Justin Tseng, City Councilor, Matt Leming, City Councilor 

Resolution to Make the City of Medford More Transparent with an Open Data Policy  

HEARINGS 

24-514 

Amendment to Special Permit for Signs - 3850 Mystic Valley Parkway (Meadow Glen) 

PETITIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND SIMILAR PAPERS 

25-010 

Petition for a Common Victualler License - The Establishment 
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MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 

24-351 - Offered by Matt Leming, City Councilor 

Resolution to Allow Director of Veterans' Services to Offer Housing Incentives to 
Veteran Renters  

25-006 - Offered by Matt Leming, City Councilor, Anna Callahan, City Councilor 

Resolution to Support Families of Youth With Disabilities  

25-011 - Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 

Resolution to Discuss Property Tax Bills  

25-012 - Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 

Resolution to Request Update on Parking Department  

25-013 - Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 

Resolution to Discuss Policy Changes in Building Department  

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

25-007 
Submitted by Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn 

Community Preservation Committee Appropriation Request 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

To participate outside of Zoom, please e-mail AHurtubise@medford-ma.gov. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

23-412 Petition to Amend Deed Restriction - 12 Dell Avenue 

IN CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 

TABLED  

24-031 Request a Representative from BJ's Wholesale Club Meet 
to Discuss Construction and Neighborhood Concerns 

IN CITY COUNCIL FEBRUARY 6, 2024 

TABLED  

Page 3 of 46



4 
 

24-352 Petition For a Class II Auto Body License - Finest Auto 
Body, Inc 

IN CITY COUNCIL MAY 14, 2024 

TABLED  

24-510 Loan Order - School HVAC Infrastructure and Roof Bonds 

FIRST READING DECEMBER 17, 2024 

ADVERTISED DECEMBER 26, 2024 - MEDFORD TRANSCRIPT AND 
SOMERVILLE JOURNAL 

ELIGIBLE FOR THIRD 
READING 

JANUARY 14, 2025 

23-055 Welcoming City Ordinance 

FIRST READING DECEMBER 17, 2024 

ADVERTISED DECEMBER 26, 2024 - MEDFORD TRANSCRIPT AND 
SOMERVILLE JOURNAL 

ELIGIBLE FOR THIRD 
READING 

JANUARY 14, 2025 

24-502 Amendments to the Community Control Over Public 
Surveillance Ordinance 

FIRST READING DECEMBER 17, 2024 

ADVERTISED DECEMBER 26, 2024 - MEDFORD TRANSCRIPT AND 
SOMERVILLE JOURNAL 

ELIGIBLE FOR THIRD 
READING 

JANUARY 14, 2025 

Reports Due/Deadlines 

16-574 University Accountability Report (Next Report Due in March 
2025) 

22-026 Quarterly Presentation on City’s Financial Health by Chief 
Financial Officer/Auditor 

22-027 Monthly Copy of Warrant Articles from Chief Financial 
Officer/Auditor 

Adjournment 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   Kit Collins, Council Vice President 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-003 - Resolution to Adopt Standing Committee Rules from Prior Year 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 
 Be it Resolved that the Standing Committee Rules be adopted as the Standing Rules of the City 
Council insofar as they are applicable. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   Kit Collins, Council Vice President 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-004 - Resolution to Transfer All Papers in Committee from 2024 to 2025 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved that the City Council transfer all Papers in Committees or on the Table from the 2024 
Council to the 2025 Council. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-008 - Resolution in Remembrance of John Granara 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved that the Medford City Council send our deepest condolences to the family of John 
Granara. 
 
John was a lifelong resident of the City of Medford, where he raised his amazing family.  Mr. Granara 
worked and retired from the Middlesex Sheriff's Department. Mr. Granara volunteered for so many 
projects for our great city that there are too many to list, but a few come to mind: his work with the 
Veterans and the American Legion program in honoring our Vets on Veterans Day with his program at 
the Oak Grove Cemetery. He and the Granara Family created and ran the nonprofit pancreatic cancer 
awareness program Granara Skerry Trust that raised over One Million Dollars over many years for 
cancer research. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-009 - Resolution in Remembrance of Ralph Evangelista 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved that the Medford City Council send our deepest condolences to the family of Ralph 
Evangelista. 
 
Ralph leaves his wife Loretta, and two daughters, Julianne and former City and School Department 
employee Lisa Evangelista.   

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   Isaac Bears, Council President 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-511 - Committee of the Whole, December 17, 2024, Report to Follow 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 
 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   Isaac Bears, Council President 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-006 - Committee of the Whole, December 18, 2024, Report to Follow 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 
 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Tuesday, December 3, 2024

To the Honorable President and Members of the Medford City Council 
Medford City Hall 
Medford, MA 02155

Re: Special Permit, 3850 Mystic Valley Parkway

Dear Vice President Collins, President Bears and Members of the City Council

NH Signs, on behalf of Jones Lang LaSalle, are requesting a Special permit to add 48 sf of signage 
to the Main Ground sign for the Meadow Glen Mall, 3850 Mystic Valley Parkway, Medford, MA 02155 in 
terms of S 4-11.6.1 Special Permit Granting Authority.

Background:

A special permit was previously granted for this sign in 2017. The sign comprises 2 single faced signs in a 
plow shape; we wish to add 2 24 sq ft single faced signs to the existing structure, and to move the 
decorative accents to accommodate the new signage. The signage we wish to add promotes Bank of 
America, a new tenant in a newly built building on a pad site. 

The sign promotes the anchor tenants of the property, Bank of America being one of them. 

Criteria:

1. Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal; 

Use of this space for a Bank of America office with a drive through is an efficient use of scarce land. 
Clear signage ensures the success of the branch. Using the existing sign rather than adding a new 
sign reduces clutter and is an efficient use of existing resources. 

2. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading;

The proposed new sign will have no effect on parking and loading but will improve traffic safety by 
providing motorists with clear notice of the services provided by the bank. 

3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services

66 Gold Ledge Avenue                                    
Auburn NH 03032                                                                                                                                      
P:  603.437.1200                                                                                                                                                                                   
F: 603.437.1222                       
NHSigns.com                                      

                  

Page 11 of 46



The addition to this sign has no appreciable effect on utilities or public services. 

4. Compatibility with the size, scale, and design of other structures in the neighborhood;

The height and width of the sign do not change; we intend to use dead space under the sign for the 
Bank of America addition; there is no noticeable change to the scale of this sign and thus, it remains 
compatible with other local structures.

5. Impacts on the natural environment; 

The sign will be lit with LED illumination, the benchmark for eco-friendly illumination. 

6. The proposal's compatibility with the purposes of the city's Comprehensive Plan. 

This request is sympathetic to the Comprehensive Plan in several respects; 

a. Centers and Squares The land use plan highlights existing medium and large commercial 
centers to reinforce, grow, or stabilize through greater density, mix of uses, and mobility 
connections. This center has used existing land to build a pad site for an existing use, a 
bank, within the confines of the footprint of the mall rather than using new land.

b. Develop appropriate design guidelines for storefronts and signage that reinforce the 
unique identity of each commercial center. This sign builds on an existing sign rather 
than employing a new one; the sign is well known, familiar and well designed. 

c. Create commercial centers that meet residents’ shopping needs. This sign represents a 
diversity of services needed by local residents.  

The substance of this request is that we are asking to amend a Special permit issued by the City to 
account for new business conditions; these conditions arise out of favorable circumstances for the City, 
a new service offered to residents, and an addition to the tax base. 

Thank you for your consideration,

Best Regards,

Peter March, President 

a 
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24-500
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MEDFORD
MEDFORD CITY COUNCIL

DECEMBER 17, 2024

The Medford City Council will conduct a public hearing on December 17, 2024, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Howard F. Alden Memorial Auditorium, on the second floor of 
Medford City Hall, at 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford Massachusetts, 
relative to an Appeal filed by Peter March of NH SIGNS 66 Gold Ledge Ave, 
Auburn, NH 03032, on behalf of the property located at 3850 Mystic Valley 
Parkway.  The petitioner’s request was to add a single-sided 2’ x 12’ sign cabinet 
to two existing single sided street directory signs. The petitioner’s original petition 
was denied because the existing freestanding sign received City Council 
approval and this additional request would then require City Council approval.  A 
copy of the full text of the proposed appeal can be viewed in the Office of the City 
Clerk, Room 103, Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 
02155

Please call the Medford City Clerk’s Office at (781) 393-2425 for any 
accommodations/aids.

By order of the Medford City Council.

S/Adam L. Hurtubise
City Clerk
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   Matt Leming, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

24-351 - Resolution to Allow Director of Veterans' Services to Offer Housing Incentives to Veteran 
Renters 

  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

WHEREAS Veterans in the City of Medford need a place to live and are often discriminated against 
when searching for housing 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Veterans’ Services Director shall have the authority to offer 
available funds to entities that choose to rent to qualified veterans 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this be discussed with the Veterans’ Services Director and the city’s 
legal representation in committee 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. KP-#954244-v1-MEDF-_DIVISION_7____DIRECTOR_OF_VETERANS__SERVICES 
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PART II - REVISED ORDINANCES
Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION

ARTICLE IV. - OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
DIVISION 7. DIRECTOR OF VETERANS' SERVICES

Medford, Massachusetts, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2023-07-07 12:37:07 [EST]

(Supp. No. 16)

Page 1 of 2

DIVISION 7. DIRECTOR OF VETERANS' SERVICES1

Sec. 2-761. Director; appointment.

There shall be a director of veterans' services who shall also be the graves officer. The director of veterans' 
services shall be appointed by the mayor. His His/Her appointment shall not be subject to M.G.L.A. c. 31. 

(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 22, § 1; Ord. No. 535, § 1, 11-22-1988)

Sec. 2-762. Successor to agent for state military aid and soldiers' relief.

The director of veterans' services shall succeed to all the rights, powers and duties heretofore discharged by 
the veterans' agent in the city, and, for all purposes, he or she shall be deemed to be the successor of such agent. 
He or she shall disburse out of the amount appropriated by the city council such sums to the various applicants as 
he or she shall deem just, and shall perform the duties pertaining to such office in accordance with the provisions 
of general laws and subject to the supervision of the commissioner of veterans' services. 

(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 22, § 2)

Sec. 2-763. Military historian.

The director of veterans' services shall be the military historian for the city and shall establish and maintain 
an accurate military record and history of all persons who are residents of the city serving in the armed forces 
during such periods of time as would entitle them to be classified as a "veteran" as defined in the general laws. She 
or Hhe is authorized to obtain for and in the name of the city from all federal and state departments such 
information as may be necessary to compile the military records of citizens of the city required in this section. 

(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 22, § 3)

Sec. 2-764. Veterans' graves officer.

The director of veterans' services shall also serve as the veterans' graves officer, and it shall be his her/his 
duty to cause every veteran's grave within the city to be suitably kept and cared for and to otherwise perform the 
duties prescribed in M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 9. 

(Rev. Ords. 1974, ch. 22, § 4)

Sec. 2-765. Housing incentives.

The director of veterans' services shall, at their discretion and as funds are available, have the authority to 
offer cash incentives of up to $750 annually to landlords who offer rental housing to qualified veterans.

The director of veterans' services shallmay, in coordination with and in the sole discretion and authorization 
of the Mayor, and subject to available appropriation and compliance with applicable legal considerations, including 
but not limited to, G.L. c. 30B, at their discretion and as funds are available, have the authority to partner with a 

1State law reference(s)—Appointment of veteran's benefits agent, M.G.L.A. c. 115, § 3. 
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   Created: 2023-07-07 12:37:07 [EST]

(Supp. No. 16)

Page 2 of 2

nonprofit organization, which may offer cash incentives of up to $750 annually to landlords who offer rental 
housing to qualified veterans.

Secs. 2-7665—2-790. Reserved.
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   Matt Leming, City Councilor, Anna 
Callahan, City Councilor  

  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-006 - Resolution to Support Families of Youth With Disabilities 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

WHEREAS youth with disabilities need support during their developmental years; 
 
WHEREAS parents of youth with disabilities are under-supported and often have to go to outside 
municipalities to find programs for their kids; and 
 
WHEREAS after-school programs are rare in Medford and those that support youth with disabilities 
are nonexistent; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Medford City Council strongly encourage the administration to prioritize 
these members of our community by finding a way to quickly set up programs that meet their specific 
needs; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Medford City Council listen to the comments of parents of 
youth with disabilities on their own experiences in finding support  

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-011 - Resolution to Discuss Property Tax Bills 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Whereas we have received multiple phone calls and emails with the misunderstanding and confusion 
and fear of the Tax increases in their recent Tax Bill,  and; 
 
Whereas the City did not educate or prepare our residents in their overwhelming tax bill that the 
administration set up immediate listening and education sessions for our residents, and; 
 
Whereas the need to support our most vulnerable members of our community, Senior, Veterans and, 
Disabled needed financial support, that the City Council request a more robust exemption option, 
and; 
 
Whereas the increased Taxes have negatively affected our Homeowners, we as the City Council begin 
the process of homeowner exemption process, and; 
 
Whereas the increasing in our home assessments has surprisingly added to our residents’ tax bill we 
share the abatement process with all residents that need to be educated in this process,  and; 
 
Whereas our business community has been negatively affected by tax increase we ask the City 
Administration to find financial relief in creative options that might be possible through grants and fees 
to alleviate financial hardships.   
 
Be it Resolved that the City Council discuss the the overwhelming concerns to our residents dealing 
with the recent Tax bills. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
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ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-012 - Resolution to Request Update on Parking Department 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved that the Medford City Council get an update on the status of the Parking Department. 
 
Be it Further Resolved that the Council meet the new Parking Director at an upcoming meeting. 
 
Be it Further Resolved that the Council receive an update on the South Medford G Parking program. 
 
Be it Further Resolved that because multiple residents have expressed displeasure with the appeals 
process in the Parking Department, the Council request a meeting with the Administration to 
research a more equitable and fair process. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

January 14, 2025   George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-013 - Resolution to Discuss Policy Changes in Building Department 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it Resolved that the City Council call for an emergency meeting with the Mayor and her 
administration dealing with the halt of overtime for the Building Department. 
 
Whereas the Building Department and the Building Inspectors have legally and historically been called 
to any call with the Fire Department or to incidents dealing with building structures and that they 
were recently informed that they will no longer be involved in this process after business hours,  Be it 
Further Resolved that we request that the Mayor reply with guidance with what department will be 
overseeing  this task, and; 
 
Whereas public safety is our first priority, Be it Further Resolved that we request that the Mayor 
reinstate past practice in dealing with these emergency response processes, and; 
 
Whereas we have learned that the former Building Commissioner has moved on to another 
community, Be it Further Resolved that the Council receive a report on why he is still being paid by 
the City of Medford. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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 MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS  
MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN 

 

85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 
781-396-5500 * www.medfordma.org 

  

January 8, 2025 
 
Via Electronic Delivery 
To the Honorable President and  
Members of the Medford City Council 
Medford City Hall 
Medford, MA 02155 
 
Re: Community Preservation Committee Appropriation Request 

Dear President Bears and Members of the City Council: 

On behalf of the Community Preservation Committee, I respectfully request and recommend that 
your Honorable Body approve the following recommendation of the Community Preservation 
Committee: 
 

Requesting the appropriation of $146,000.00 from the CPA General Reserve to the Office 
of Planning, Development, and Sustainability for Phase 2 of the Carr Park Renovation 
project. 

 
The project will be tracked in the Community Preservation Fund.  
 
The CPC recommendation letter is attached and incorporated. Community Preservation Act 
Manager Theresa Dupont and City Planner Amanda Centrella will be in attendance.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
Mayor 
 
Enclosure 
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 MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS  
MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN 

 

85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 
781-396-5500 * www.medfordma.org 

  
 

 

 
 

Funding Recommendation Decision 
 

 
December 10, 2024 

 

 
Applicant Name: City of Medford - Office of Planning, Development, and Sustainability 

Applicant Address: 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 

Project: Carr Park Phase 2 

On December 10, 2024, the City of Medford Community Preservation Committee (“CPC”) voted 7-0-0 
to recommend to City Council that the City of Medford’s Office of Planning, Development, and 
Sustainability be awarded $146,000 of Community Preservation Act funds to complete the Carr Park 
Phase 2 project. In reaching their decision, the CPC found that the project meets the CPA objective of 
rehabilitation and improvements of open space/recreation projects. 

Conditions of Approval: 

1)  None. 

 

Roberta Cameron, Chair 
Community Preservation Committee 
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Chapter 50, Article IV - Welcoming City Ordinance

Sec 50-100 - Purpose & Preamble

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish Medford as a Welcoming City, to declare that all are welcome here, 
and to increase public confidence in Medford’s government by providing guidelines associated with our city’s 
voluntary involvement in federal immigration enforcement.  

Sec 50-101 - Preamble

It is not within the purview nor mandate of the City of Medford to enforce federal immigration law, nor should 
Medford resources be expended toward that end.

The City of Medford will equally enforce the law and serve the public without consideration of immigration status, 
citizenship, national origin, race, or ethnicity.

Sec 50-102 - Definitions
“Federal immigration agency” means any agency, department, or part of the federal government that enforces 
immigration laws, including but not limited to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), United States 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and Customs and Border Protection (CBP).
“Immigration detainers” and “ICE detainers” are requests made by federal immigration officials, including but not 
limited to those authorized under Section 287.7 of Title 8 of the Code of Federal Regulations, to state or local 
agencies to voluntarily maintain custody of an individual once that individual is released from local custody, 
and/or to notify a federal immigration agency before the pending release of an individual.
“Administrative warrant” means a warrant, notice to appear, warrant of deportation, or order of arrest or detention 
issued by a federal immigration agency, including but not limited to federal forms I-200, I-203, I-203a, I-205, I-
247A, I-286, I-862, or G-391. Such administrative warrants are not issued by a judicial officer.

Sec 50-103 - Order 

a. Equal treatment. The City of Medford will treat all persons equally, enforce laws, and serve the public 
without consideration of immigration status. Citizenship, immigration status, national origin, race, and 
ethnicity shall have no bearing on an individual's treatment by employees or officers of Medford 
agencies or departments.

b. Use of local resources. No City funds, resources, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel may be 
used to assist or participate in the enforcement of federal immigration laws.

c. Inquiries about immigration status. No officers or employees of the City of Medford may inquire about 
the immigration status of a victim, suspect, arrestee, 911 caller, or other member of the public with 
whom they have contact, except as required by state law or to provide a public benefit.

d. Role of police in immigration enforcement.  No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department 
may initiate an investigation or take law enforcement action on the basis of actual or perceived 
immigration status, including the initiation of a stop, an apprehension, or an arrest. No officer or 
employee of the Medford Police Department may participate in or assist with an operation led by a 
federal immigration agency to detain persons for immigration enforcement purposes. 

e. ICE detainers and administrative warrants. No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department 
may arrest or detain an individual on the basis of suspected or known immigration status, an ICE 
detainer, an ICE administrative warrant, or otherwise at the request of a federal immigration agency 
unless the request is accompanied by a judicial order, judicial warrant or showing of probable cause that 
the individual has committed a crime for which the Police Department is authorized to make an arrest. 
This includes extending the length of detention by any amount of time once an individual is released 
from local custody, or before being transferred to court or admitted to bail. If the Medford Police 
Department receives an immigration detainer or ICE administrative warrant for a person in its custody, 
the Department shall provide the person with a copy of such detainer request or administrative warrant 
and any other documents received from a federal immigration agency relating to the person.

f. Communications with a federal immigration agency. No officer or employee of the Medford Police 
Department may initiate a communication with a federal immigration agency regarding a member of the 
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public, except in exigent circumstances relating to an imminent threat to public safety. No officer or 
employee of the Medford Police Department shall provide any officer or employee of a federal 
immigration agency with the following information relating to a person in the custody of the Department 
or who has come to the attention of the Department: information about an individual’s incarceration 
status, length of detention, home address, work address, personal information other than citizenship or 
immigration status, court hearing information, or pending release, except information that is available 
through the Massachusetts Public Records Laws, G.L, c. 66, section 10 and G.L. c. 4, section 7 (twenty-
sixth).

g. Access to facilities. Except in response to a judicial warrant or other court order, no officer or 
employee of a federal immigration agency shall be allowed access to individuals in the custody of the 
City of Medford, either in person or via telephone or videoconference.  

h. Deputizing of local officials. No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department shall perform 
the functions of an immigration officer, whether pursuant to 8 U.S.C. section 1357(g) or any other law, 
regulation, or policy, whether formal or informal.

i. U Visa Certification. In furtherance of the US Victims of Trafficking and Violence Prevention Act and as 
provided in M.G.L. c. 258F, the Medford Police Department shall consider and sign a U Visa certification 
request if an individual (i) is the victim of a qualifying crime, and (ii) has been, is being, or will likely be 
helpful in the investigation/prosecution of that crime.

j. School records and enrollment.  No employee of the Medford Public Schools shall require a student 
or parent to provide information regarding their immigration or citizenship status to establish the 
student’s residency in the district for enrollment purposes. If such information becomes known to an 
employee of the Medford Public Schools, such information shall not be maintained or distributed and 
shall have no bearing on the student’s ability to register for school or the school’s treatment of that 
student. Information collected regarding place of birth for the purpose of providing English Language 
Learners with appropriate services shall be used only for that purpose and not distributed further. 

Sec 50-10483 - Complaints; Enforcement; Remedies; Penalties; Whistleblower Protections. 

a. Complaints. Allegations of violations of the present policy may be filed with the Medford Police 
Department or an authorized oversight body and, in the case of a complaint against an officer or 
employee of the Medford Police Department, the Department’s Internal Affairs office, which shall 
investigate the complaint and take appropriate disciplinary action.

b. Enforcement. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Mayor's office or the Mayor's designee.
c. Cause of action. Any violation of this Ordinance constitutes an injury and any person may institute 

proceedings for injunctive relief, declaratory relief, or writ of mandamus in any court of competent 
jurisdiction to enforce this Ordinance. An action instituted under this paragraph shall be brought against 
the City and, if necessary to effectuate compliance with this ordinance, any other governmental agency 
with possession, custody, or control of data subject to this Ordinance.

d. The City will address alleged violations of this ordinance in accordance with its usual practices, 
applicable law, and contractual obligations.

e. Municipal employees or agents, except in the event of exigent circumstances, or in response to a 
declared municipal, state, or federal state of emergency, shall not use any Surveillance Technology 
except in a manner consistent with policies approved pursuant to the terms of this Ordinance, and may 
in no circumstances utilize Surveillance Technology in a manner which is discriminatory, viewpoint-
based, or violates the City Charter, the Massachusetts Constitution, or the United States Constitution.

f. Whistleblower protections. Subject to the limitations and requirements set forth in G. L. C. 149, (the 
Whistleblower or as it may be amended from time to time, any City employee as defined in Section 185 
who reports an alleged violation of this Ordinance, shall be afforded protections against retaliation if 
applicable pursuant to Section 185, as set forth in and subject to the limitations and requirements of 
Section 185.

Sec 50-105 - Reporting
Beginning on the date of passage of this ordinance and every six months thereafter, the Medford Police Chief 
shall submit a report with the information detailed below relating to the preceding six months to the Clerk of the 
Medford, forward to the Mayor, docket said report, and include the docket on the agenda of the next-occurring 
meeting of the Public Health and Community Safety Committee of the Medford City Council.
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a. The total number of ICE detainers, administrative warrants, notification requests, and other requests for 
information or assistance received from a federal immigration agency;

b. A detailed account of each instance in which information was given to a federal immigration agency, 
with the names of individuals redacted; and

c. Names and descriptions of all task forces in which the Medford Police Department participated in which 
a federal immigration agency also participated.

Sec 50-106 - Compliance with Federal Law 
Nothing in this Welcoming City Ordinance shall be construed to violate any valid federal law, or to prohibit any 
Medford agency or department from providing another law enforcement agency citizenship or immigration status, 
consistent with 8 U.S.C. § 1373.
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Chapter 50, Article IV - Welcoming City Ordinance

Sec 50-100 - Purpose & Preamble

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish Medford as a Welcoming City, to declare that all are welcome here, 
and to increase public confidence in Medford’s government by providing guidelines associated with our city’s 
voluntary involvement in federal immigration enforcement.  

Sec 50-101 - Preamble

It is not within the purview nor mandate of the City of Medford to enforce federal immigration law, nor should 
Medford resources be expended toward that end.

The City of Medford, and all employees of the City of Medford, welcome everyone regardless of their age, 
citizenship, disability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, immigration status, race, religion, or sexual orientation. 
The City of Medford will equally enforce the law and serve the public without consideration of immigration status, 
citizenship, national origin, race, or ethnicity.

Sec 50-102 - Definitions
“Federal immigration agency” means any agency, department, or part of the federal government that enforces 
immigration laws, including but not limited to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), United States 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and Customs and Border Protection (CBP).

“Immigration detainers” and “ICE detainers” are requests made by federal immigration officials, including but not 
limited to those authorized under Section 287.7 of Title 8 of the Code of Federal Regulations, to state or local 
agencies to voluntarily maintain custody of an individual once that individual is released from local custody, 
and/or to notify a federal immigration agency before the pending release of an individual.

“Administrative warrant” means a warrant, notice to appear, reproval order, warrant of deportation, or other order 
of arrest or detention issued by a federal immigration agency, including but not limited to federal forms I-200, I-
203, I-203a, I-205, I-247A, I-286, I-862, or G-391. Such administrative warrants are not issued by a judicial 
officer. issued by a federal immigration official, not a judicial officer, and not based on a finding of probable cause 
for an alleged criminal law violation or court order.

Sec 50-103 - Order 

a. Equal treatment. The City of Medford will treat all persons equally, enforce laws, and serve the public 
without consideration of individuals’ immigration status. The City of Medford shall protect the rights of all 
individuals and ensure their fair and just treatment. Citizenship, immigration status, national origin, race, 
and ethnicity shall have no bearing on an individual's treatment by employees or officers of Medford 
agencies or departments.

b. Use of local resources. No City funds, resources, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel may be 
used to assist or participate in the enforcement of federal immigration laws except as required by law or 
a court of competent jurisdiction, as well as any incidental use, such as fingerprints, that may be 
acquired by ICE or other federal agencies in the ordinary course of the Police Department's operations. 
This Ordinance shall not prohibit the Medford Police Department from carrying out its duty to apprehend 
violators of criminal law, nor does it prohibit police contact with any state or federal agencies in 
connection with criminal or suspected criminal activity.  This prohibition also does not preclude the 
Medford Police Department from cooperating and assisting with federal immigration officials from ICE 
when formally requested as part of an ongoing criminal investigation, or from notifying those federal 
officials in serious situations where a potential threat to public safety or national security is perceived..

c. Inquiries about immigration status. No agent, officer, or employee of the City, in the performance 
of official duties, shall make any inquiry about the citizenship or residency status of any person 
seeking to enforce rights or obtain benefits or discriminate in the enforcement of rights or the 
granting of benefits on such bases, unless Federal or Massachusetts law so requires for the 
determination of eligibility of benefits or as may otherwise be required by law or a court of 
competent jurisdiction. No officers or employees of the City of Medford may inquire about the 
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immigration status of a victim, suspect, arrestee, 911 caller, or other member of the public with whom 
they have contact, except as required by state law or to provide a public benefit. No Police Officer, or 
any City employee, shall inquire about the citizenship or immigration status of any victim or witness of 
domestic violence or any other crime, except as required by law.

d. Role of police in immigration enforcement.  No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department 
may initiate an investigation or take law enforcement action on the basis of actual or perceived 
immigration status, including the initiation of a stop, an apprehension, or an arrest. No officer or 
employee of the Medford Police Department may participate in or assist with an operation led by a 
federal immigration agency to detain persons for immigration enforcement purposes unless it is in direct 
response to a request for immediate assistance on a temporary basis for "Officer Safety" purposes or for 
assistance in the apprehension of an individual for whom there is an active arrest warrant issued by the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts at the time of the request, or as required by law or a court of 
competent jurisdiction.. 

e. ICE detainers and administrative warrants. No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department 
may arrest or detain an individual on the basis of suspected or known immigration status, an ICE 
detainer, an ICE administrative warrant, or otherwise at the request of a federal immigration agency 
unless the request is accompanied by a judicial order, judicial warrant or showing of probable cause that 
the individual has committed a crime for which the Police Department has jurisdiction is authorized to 
make an arrest. This includes extending the length of detention by any amount of time once an 
individual is released from local custody, or before being transferred to court or admitted to bail. If the 
Medford Police Department receives an immigration detainer or ICE administrative warrant for a person 
in its custody, the Department shall provide the person with a copy of such detainer request or 
administrative warrant and any other documents received from a federal immigration agency relating to 
the person.

f. Communications with a federal immigration agency. No To the extent permitted by state and federal 
law, officers or employees of the Medford Police Department may not initiate a communication with a 
federal immigration agency regarding a member of the public, except in exigent circumstances relating 
to an imminent threat to public safety. No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department shall 
provide any officer or employee of a federal immigration agency with the following information relating to 
a person in the custody of the Department or who has come to the attention of the Department: 
information about an individual’s incarceration status, length of detention, home address, work address, 
personal information other than citizenship or immigration status, court hearing information, or pending 
release, except information that is available through the Massachusetts Public Records Laws, G.L, c. 
66, section 10 and G.L. c. 4, section 7 (twenty-sixth).  Nothing in this Ordinance shall prohibit or restrain 
any Medford law enforcement officer from sending to, or receiving from, any local, state, or federal 
agency, information regarding citizenship or immigration status, consistent with state or federal law, 
including, but not limited to, 8 U.S.C. § 1373, or an order from a court of competent jurisdiction.

g. Access to facilities. Except in response to a judicial warrant or other court order, no officer or 
employee of a federal immigration agency shall be allowed access to individuals in the custody of the 
City of Medford, either in person or via telephone or videoconference.  

h. Deputizing of local officials. No officer or employee of the Medford Police Department shall perform 
the functions of an immigration officer, whether pursuant to 8 U.S.C. section 1357(g) or any other law, 
regulation, or policy, whether formal or informal.

i. U Visa Certification. In furtherance of the US Victims of Trafficking and Violence Prevention Act and as 
provided in M.G.L. c. 258F, the Medford Police Department shall in the Chief’s sole discretion consider 
and sign a U Visa certification request if an individual (i) is the victim of a qualifying crime, and (ii) has 
been, is being, or will likely be helpful in the investigation/prosecution of that crime.

j. School records and enrollment.  No employee of the Medford Public Schools shall require a student 
or parent to provide information regarding their immigration or citizenship status to establish the 
student’s residency in the district for enrollment purposes. If such information becomes known to an 
employee of the Medford Public Schools, such information shall not be maintained or distributed and 
shall have no bearing on the student’s ability to register for school or the school’s treatment of that 
student. Information collected regarding place of birth for the purpose of providing English Language 
Learners with appropriate services shall be used only for that purpose and not distributed further, to the 
extent permitted by state and federal law, including but not limited to the Public Records Law.. 

Sec 50-104 - Complaints; Enforcement; Remedies; Penalties; Whistleblower Protections. 
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a. Complaints. Allegations of violations of the present policy may be filed with the Medford Police 
Department or an authorized oversight body and, in the case of a complaint against an officer or 
employee of the Medford Police Department, the Department’s Internal Affairs office, which shall 
investigate the complaint and take appropriate disciplinary action.

b.a. Enforcement. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Mayor's office or the Mayor's designee.
c. Cause of action. Any violation of this Ordinance constitutes an injury and any person may 
institute proceedings for injunctive relief, declaratory relief, or writ of mandamus in any court of 
competent jurisdiction to enforce this Ordinance. An action instituted under this paragraph shall be 
brought against the City and, if necessary to effectuate compliance with this ordinance, any other 
governmental agency with possession, custody, or control of data subject to this Ordinance.
d. The City will address alleged violations of this ordinance in accordance with its usual practices, 
applicable law, and contractual obligations.
e. Municipal employees or agents, except in the event of exigent circumstances, or in response to 
a declared municipal, state, or federal state of emergency, shall not use any Surveillance Technology 
except in a manner consistent with policies approved pursuant to the terms of this Ordinance, and may 
in no circumstances utilize Surveillance Technology in a manner which is discriminatory, viewpoint-
based, or violates the City Charter, the Massachusetts Constitution, or the United States Constitution.

f.b. Whistleblower protections. Subject to the limitations and requirements set forth in G. L. cC. 149, (the 
Whistleblower or as it may be amended from time to time, any City employee as defined in Section 185 
who reports an alleged violation of this Ordinance, shall, to the extent permitted by law, be afforded 
protections against retaliation if applicable pursuant to Section 185, as set forth in and subject to the 
limitations and requirements of Section 185.

Sec 50-105 - Reporting
Beginning on the date of passage of this ordinance and every six months thereafter, the Medford Police Chief 
shall submit a report with the information detailed below  in a de-identified manner relating to the preceding six 
months to the Clerk of the Medford, forward to the Mayor, docket said report, and include the docket on the 
agenda of the next-occurring meeting of the Public Health and Community Safety Committee of the Medford City 
Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Open Meeting Law.

a. The total number of ICE detainers, administrative warrants, notification requests, and other requests for 
information or assistance received from a federal immigration agency;

b. An  detailed account of each instance in which information was given to a federal immigration agency, 
with the names of individuals redacted; and

c. Names and descriptions of all task forces in which the Medford Police Department participated in which 
a federal immigration agency also participated, if known, so long as such information may be provided 
without violating any state or federal law or impacting any active law enforcement investigation and/or 
court order in the sole discretion of the Chief of Police.

Sec 50-106 - Compliance with Federal Law 
Nothing in this Welcoming City Ordinance shall be construed to preempt or violate any valid federal law, or to 
prohibit any Medford agency or department from providing another law enforcement agency citizenship or 
immigration status, consistent with 8 U.S.C. § 1373. Nothing in this Ordinance shall prohibit or restrain any 
Medford law enforcement officer from sending to, or receiving from, any local, state, or federal agency, 
information regarding citizenship or immigration status, consistent with federal law, including, but not limited to, 8 
U.S.C. § 1373 or in response to an order from a court of competent jurisdiction.  Federal law prohibits city officials 
from imposing limits on maintaining, exchanging, sending, or receiving information regarding citizenship and 
immigration status, lawful or unlawful, with any federal, state, or local government entity.  No City ordinance, 
policy, procedure, or regulation is intended to preempt or violate those federal laws or the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

This ordinance shall go into effect immediately.
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Section 50, Article III - An Ordinance to Promote Transparency and Protect Civil 
Rights and Civil Liberties with Respect to Surveillance Technology 

Amendments approved at 12.11.2024 Public Health & Community Safety Committee 

 
 
Section 50–79. – Enforcement; Remedies; Penalties; Whistleblower Protections. 
 
(G) To the extent permitted by law, including, but not limited to, the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Public Records Law or the Municipal Records Retention Schedule, any video 
footage or other data recorded or obtained illegally or in violation of this ordinance shall be 
immediately destroyed, and not introduced as evidence in any criminal or civil proceeding, 
except in those proceedings related to violations of this ordinance. 
 
 
Section 50–80. – Certain Public-Private Transactions Contracts Prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for the City to enter into any contract for monetary value or engage in any 
financial transaction with a commercial entity that provides the City with the mass acquisition 
of privately generated and owned bulk Surveillance Data. Any contracts or agreements signed 
prior to the enactment of this Ordinance that violate this section shall not be renewed after the 
completion of the term of said contracts or agreements. Section 50-80 shall not apply to any 
contract or agreement executed for law enforcement operations or purposes. Further, it shall be 
unlawful for the City to acquire, or enter into an agreement to acquire or exchange bulk 
surveillance data that the City is banned from generating on its own, with any other 
government, entity, or policing agency. 
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