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Medford City Council 

Medford, Massachusetts 
  

The Third Regular Meeting, February 11, 2025 
  

City Council 
 

Isaac B. “Zac” Bears 
Anna Callahan 

Kit Collins 
Emily Lazzaro 
Matt Leming 

George A. Scarpelli 
Justin Tseng 

  
This meeting will take place at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, 
Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. 
 
Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84812853952 
Call-in Number: +13092053325,,84812853952# 
Live: Channel 22 (Comcast), Channel 43 (Verizon), YouTube, and medfordtv.org. 
 
To submit written comments, please email AHurtubise@medford-ma.gov. 
  

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS, AND 
RECORDS 

25-022 - Offered by Emily Lazzaro, City Councilor, Isaac Bears, Council 
President, Justin Tseng, City Councilor 

Resolution to Celebrate Black History Month  

25-024 - Offered by Emily Lazzaro, City Councilor 
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Resolution in Remembrance of Dan Dill  

Records 

The Records of the Meeting of January 28, 2025 were passed to Vice President 
Collins. 

Reports of Committees 

24-033 - Offered by Kit Collins, Council Vice President 

Planning and Permitting Committee, January 29, 2025, Report to Follow  

24-354 and 25-005 - Offered by Matt Leming, City Councilor 

Resident Services and Public Engagement Committee, January 29, 2025, Report to 
Follow  

24-468 - Offered by Justin Tseng, City Councilor 

Governance Committee, February 4, 2025, Report to Follow  

24-492 and 24-493 - Offered by Anna Callahan, City Councilor 

Public Health and Community Safety Committee, February 4, 2025, Report to Follow  

HEARINGS 

24-515 

Public Hearing - Proposed Amendments to the Medford Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 94 
(Salem Street Neighborhood Corridor District - Hearing To Be Continued to March 

2025 Pending Recommendations from Community Development Board) 

PETITIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND SIMILAR PAPERS 

25-025 

Petition for a Common Victualler License - Kelly's Roast Beef 

25-026 

Petition for a Common Victualler License - King Boba Tea 

MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 

25-023 - Offered by George Scarpelli, City Councilor 

Resolution to Discuss Zoning Process  
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

To participate outside of Zoom, please e-mail AHurtubise@medford-ma.gov. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

23-412 Petition to Amend Deed Restriction - 12 Dell Avenue 

IN CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 

TABLED  

24-031 Request a Representative from BJ's Wholesale Club Meet 
to Discuss Construction and Neighborhood Concerns 

IN CITY COUNCIL FEBRUARY 6, 2024 

TABLED  

24-352 Petition For a Class II Auto Body License - Finest Auto 
Body, Inc 

IN CITY COUNCIL MAY 14, 2024 

TABLED  

25-020 Transfer and Conveyance of McCormack Avenue Parcels 

IN CITY COUNCIL JANUARY 28, 2025 

TABLED  

Reports Due/Deadlines 

16-574 University Accountability Report (Next Report Due in March 
2025) 

22-026 Quarterly Presentation on City’s Financial Health by Chief 
Financial Officer/Auditor 

22-027 Monthly Copy of Warrant Articles from Chief Financial 
Officer/Auditor 

Adjournment 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

February 11, 2025   Emily Lazzaro, City Councilor, Isaac 
Bears, Council President, Justin 

Tseng, City Councilor  
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-022 - Resolution to Celebrate Black History Month 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Be it resolved that the Medford City Council acknowledge and celebrate Black History Month. 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

February 11, 2025   Emily Lazzaro, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-024 - Resolution in Remembrance of Dan Dill 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Dan Dill was a professor of chemistry at Boston University for 50 years, publishing 78 academic 
research papers, with particular interest in “making quantum aspects of the world accessible to general 
chemistry students.” That quote is from his personal reflections on his career upon his retirement in 
2023. Professor Dill was also an accomplished photographer, winning an award from Kodak in 2006. I 
encourage everyone to look at his website: his work is beautiful. https://www.dandillphotography.com/ 
 
On December 4th, 2024, Professor Dill was walking his dog in a crosswalk across Mystic Valley 
Parkway near his home in West Medford. He was struck by a car and critically injured. Professor Dill 
passed away from his injuries on January 11th, 2025. His neighbors and friends have banded together 
to lobby for changes to the traffic patterns and greater traffic enforcement on that road, which is 
controlled by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation. 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Medford City Council share our deepest condolences with 
Professor Dill’s family and loved ones and express our hope that this senseless tragedy will not be in 
vain and will not be repeated. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Medford City Council will work with the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation and our State delegation to make improvements to the 
crosswalk where Professor Dill was killed as outlined in an emailed request by neighbors (attached). 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Letter to DCR Commissioner from Neighbors 
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Email sent to Brian Arrigo, DCR Commissioner
Tuesday, January 14, 2025, 9:49AM

Dear Commissioner Arrigo:

We are residents in the neighborhood that borders Mystic Valley Parkway (“MVP”) from High 
Street to Sagamore Avenue in West Medford. We have been very distressed that our neighbor, 
Dan Dill, was hit and critically injured by a car while attempting to cross MVP in the crosswalk at 
Lakeview Avenue on December 4th. Sadly, Dan passed away on January 11th  due to 
complications from his injuries. This senseless and avoidable tragedy is a terrible consequence 
of traffic conditions on MVP that are dangerous to pedestrians, and we are determined to 
ensure that no other family suffers the same loss. 

After our neighbor’s injury, a  temporary pedestrian sign appeared in the center of the crossing.  
This added sign has not affected drivers: Since the pedestrian sign was installed, we have 
personally witnessed cars driving at 35-40 mph through the crosswalk even when a pedestrian 
is visibly standing in the crosswalk, and other cars have stopped. We ask that DCR urgently and 
meaningfully fix the safety gaps without further delay.

 Immediate safety needs (implement in January 2025)

1.        Speed warning signs for the crosswalk: By January, speed warning signs are 
needed to reduce vehicle speeds on this road section. Signs on both sides of MVP at the 
Lakeview crosswalk, facing traffic approaching from both directions, are needed that say 
“Crosswalk Ahead – Slow Down” and/or “25 mph Speed limit Strictly Enforced”. Signs 
should be placed for maximum visibility. The north-facing sign should be on the west 
side of MVP near Sagamore so it is seen by drivers rounding the curve in this road 
section. The south-facing sign should be placed for high visibility to drivers coming from 
the High Street rotary.
 
2.        Rotary striping: As soon as the weather allows, the rotary at the intersection of 
High St and MVP should be striped and barriers added to tighten the turning radius and 
slow down the cars exiting the rotary to MVP northbound. An additional temporary 
electronic speed detector sign with a “slow down – blind driveways” sign is needed at 
this corner. We would like an opportunity to view this plan before it is implemented.
 
3.        Speed enforcement by State Police: We need more traffic enforcement by the 
State Police. 

Improvements needed in Spring 2025

4.        Crosswalk relocation and improvements: We understand that DCR intends to 
rebuild the crosswalk at Lakeview in Spring 2025. We believe the crosswalk will not be 
safe until speed is reduced.  A certain percentage of drivers at present speeds do not 
see a pedestrian stepping into the crosswalk. This crosswalk should be raised, it needs 
an RRFB, and it needs “crosswalk ahead, slow down” signs facing approaching vehicles 
in both directions.
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5.        Vertical traffic calming and speed detector signs: Two speed humps or tables 
and two speed detector signs that emphasize the speed limit should be installed on the 
Parkway, on both approaches to the crosswalk, this spring. 

Commit to road improvements in the five-year Capital Plan

6.        We ask that DCR commit to constructing  within a few years the Mystic Lakes 
Path project and the Route 60 High Street rotary and bridge improvements in the Mystic 
to Minuteman trails project. Include the project in your Capital Plan and give us a definite 
timeline for completion. Executed fully, with road lane narrowing, vertical traffic calming 
and raised crosswalks with medians, signalization and signage, these two projects will 
slow traffic down and give pedestrians a chance to cross safely. We would like the 
opportunity to see and give input to the design development plans for the Mystic Lakes 
and Mystic to Minuteman projects. We live in and walk this neighborhood and 
understand the driver behavior, whether it is the distracted commuter or the 3 am road 
racer.

The speed on Mystic Valley Parkway is simply too fast.  All of these measures are needed 
immediately, before another tragic incident occurs.

We greatly value living as neighbors of DCR park land, and we are ready to help DCR 
implement road safety in any way we can assist.

Neighbors signing this message:: 

Mystic Valley Parkway 
Allison Leach
Justin Cole
Conor Cudahy
Rebecca Sennott
Elizabeth Lawlor
Andrew Chuma
Brian Korby
Donna Sylva
Richard DiSessa
Danielle DiSessa
Rachel Tracy
Thomas Tracy
Vanessa Fox
Richard Dorman
Gayane Faniants
Richard Smith
Barbara Maffeo
Jessica Pompeo
Joan Gatto
Nicole Santiago Vaughn
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Eric Vaughn
 
High Street
Evelyn Fan
Claudia Dill
Barbara O’Mahoney

Kilgore Avenue
Martha Ondras
Martin Pearlman
Emily Worden
Case Prince
Marlow Prince
Joan McCandish
Mark Colan
Jon Frederick
Katie Frederick
Meg Bowen
Christa Houlihan
Matt Drake
Harry Bochner
Judith Rottenberg
Alison Leed Dybes
David Dybes
Nick Snaith
Grace Snaith
 
Lakeview Avenue
Noreen McDonough

Ravine Road
Sarah Shearer
 
Sagamore Park
Kate Whalen
Anne Haggerty
Susan Miller
Stephen Miller
 
Sagamore Avenue
Roger Cleghorn
Lisa Foss
Andrea Pelto
Karen Poggi
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Deborah Jones
Lesley Boyson
Leah Shatzberg
 
Jackson Road
Kristen Hoskins
Benjamin Shown
Rebecca Scott
Amanda Fosmire Corbett
 
Tyler Avenue
Susan Randall
 
Grove Street
Elyse Jennings
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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
MEETING DATE  SPONSORED BY 

February 11, 2025   George Scarpelli, City Councilor 
 
  
AGENDA ITEM 

25-023 - Resolution to Discuss Zoning Process 
  
FULL TEXT AND DESCRIPTION 

Whereas this member of the Council has received multiple calls and emails requesting information 
regarding our communication processes in informing residents on the topic of zoning; and 
 
Whereas residents have questions about where to locate meeting minutes and information dealing 
with the zoning process; and 
 
Whereas the zoning process is moving at a rapid pace and residents are questioning if there is a 
deadline to complete rezoning; 
 
Be it Resolved that the Medford City Council discuss the zoning process.  

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 

  
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

  
ATTACHMENTS 

None 
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MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN 

 

85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 
781-396-5500 * www.medfordma.org 

 

January 22, 2025 
 
Via Electronic Delivery 
To the Honorable President and 
Members of the Medford City Council 
Medford City Hall 
Medford, MA 02155 
 
Re: Transfer and Conveyance of McCormack Avenue Parcels 
 
Dear President Bears and Members of the City Council: 
 
I respectively request and recommend that your Honorable Body approve the following Transfer 
and Conveyance of City Property, which will transfer to the Mayor the care, custody and control 
of two parcels of vacant land on McCormack Avenue that have remained unused since the City 
acquired said parcels in 1950 pursuant to a tax title taking, and authorize the Mayor to convey 
said parcels in compliance with General Laws Chapter 30B, the Uniform Procurement Act. The 
City will benefit by putting the unused parcels to productive and tax-producing uses, and, 
further, the City may, subject to appropriation by the City Council, use the proceeds from said 
sale for the purpose of promoting affordable housing or for such other purposes as the City 
Council determines is in the best interests of the City.  

 
A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER AND AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF  

MCCORMACK AVENUE PARCELS 
 
Whereas, the City is the owner of two parcels of land located on McCormack Avenue, each 
containing 3,600 square feet, more or less, identified as the Assessors’ as Parcels F-13/37 and F-
13/38, and described in Certificate of Title No. 166463 filed with the Middlesex South Registry 
District of the Land Court (together, the “City Property”); 
 
Whereas, the City Property has been vacant and unused since the City acquired the City Property 
in 1950 pursuant a tax taking, and is surplus to the needs of the City; 
 
Whereas, there is an urgent need to promote and develop affordable housing in the City of 
Medford and the region; 
 
Whereas, the sale of the City Property will benefit the City by putting the City Property to 
productive and tax-generating uses; and 
 
Whereas, the proceeds of said sale may be used by the City for the purpose of promoting 
affordable housing. 
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MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 
MAYOR BREANNA LUNGO-KOEHN 

 

85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, MA 02155 
781-396-5500 * www.medfordma.org 

 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
 

1. That the City Council hereby declares that the City Property is surplus to the needs of 
the City and available for disposition; and 
 

2. That the City Council hereby transfers the care, custody and control of the City 
Property from the tax custodian for tax title purposes to the Mayor for general 
municipal purposes and/or for the purpose of disposition on such terms and 
conditions as is in the best interests of the City; and 
 

3. That the Mayor be authorized to convey the City’s right, title and interest in said City 
Property, provided that said sale is in compliance with the provisions of General 
Laws Chapter 30B, the Uniform Procurement Act, and to take any and all other action 
as may be necessary or appropriate to accomplish said disposition; and 

 
4. That this resolution shall take effect upon passage. 

 
Attorney Shirin Everett will be in attendance via Zoom to provide the Council with guidance on 
this matter. 
 
Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 Breanna Lungo-Koehn 
 Mayor  
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