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Medford City Council 
Medford, Massachusetts 

 
The Tenth Regular Meeting May 26th, 2026 

 
  
 
This meeting took place in the City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett 
Drive, Medford, MA and via Zoom. 
 
To submit written comments, please email REliseo@medford-ma.gov. 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Bears called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. on May 26th, 2026, in the City Council Chamber 
on the second floor of Medford City Hall, 85 George P. Hassett Drive, Medford, Massachusetts, and via 
Zoom. 
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: President Bears; Councilor Callahan; Vice President Lazzaro; Councilor Leming (zoom); 
Councilor Mullane; Councilor Tseng; Councilor Scarpelli Inside the Rail: Acting City Clerk Richard Eliseo 
Jr.  

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACCOLADES, REMEMBRANCES, REPORTS,  

AND RECORDS 

 

26-096 - Resolution to Commemorate the Life of Miriam "Mimi" Gordon 

 

Be it Resolved by the Medford City Council that we offer condolences to the family and friends of Miriam 
"Mimi" Gordon and commemorate her life.  

Mimi was a longtime member of the Medford Democratic City Committee and Ward 8 Democratic 
Committee, a tireless union representative with SEIU 509, public servant, campaign worker, and party 
activist. She was a beloved member of the Medford community and we will miss her. 

 
Addressing the Council: 
Barry Ingber 9 Draper St 
Munir Jirmanus 3 Summit Rd 
Matt Sampson 131 Winchester St 
 
 
Councilor Callahan motioned to Approve (seconded by Vice President Lazzaro) – 
Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in Favor, Zero opposed 
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26-097 - Resolution to Discuss Newest Recovery Group Offered by Medford’s Office of Prevention 
and Outreach for First Responders and Veterans 
 
Whereas first responders and veterans are disproportionately affected by mental health disorders 
including PTSD, anxiety, and depression, and;  
 
Whereas many first responders and veterans can feel uncomfortable reaching out for help with mental 
health concerns due to negative stigma, often instead turning to substances, and;  
 
Whereas people with substance use disorder also face significant negative stigma in this community and 
elsewhere, now therefore;  
 
Be it resolved that the Medford City Council discuss and promote the important work of Medford’s 
recovery coach Chris Summa who is now offering a regular weekly recovery meeting for first responders 
and veterans dealing with substance use disorder. The meeting takes place at the First Baptist Church of 
Medford every Tuesday at 7pm.  
 
Be it further resolved that the City Council invite Chris Summa and Director of Veterans’ Services Victoria 
Shaw to the May 26, 2026 meeting to discuss and promote the recovery group. 
 
Addressing the Council: 
Chris Summa Recovery Coach 
Victoria Shaw Director of Veteran Affairs 
 
 
Vice President Lazzaro Motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – 
Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 

 

 

Records and Reports of Committees 

 

The Records of the Meeting of May 12, 2026 were passed to Councilor Scarpelli 

The Records of Special Joint meeting of May 13th were passed to Councilor Leming 

26-061 - Committee of the Whole, May 12, 2026, Report Offered by President Bears 

26-061 - Committee of the Whole, May 19, 2026, Report offered by President Bears 

24-094 – Public Health and Community Safety, May 20, 2026, Report offered by VP Lazzaro 

24-354 & 26-024 – Resident Service and Public Engagement May 20, 2026 Report offered by 
Councilor Mullane 

 

Councilor Tseng motioned to Approve all Records and Reports of Committees 
(seconded by Councilor Callahan) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, 
Zero opposed 

 

 

Refer to Committee for Further Discussion 

26-098 - Amendments to the Welcoming City Ordinance (for referral to Public Health and 
Community Safety Committee) 

WHEREAS, the Medford City Council passed the Welcoming City Ordinance to ensure that City 
resources are not used to assist federal immigration enforcement; and  

WHEREAS, an April 2026 report by Citizens for Juvenile Justice found identified gaps in such ordinances 
— including its silence on fingerprinting, an 'incidental use' carve-out that permits the automatic 
fingerprint-to-ICE pipeline, undefined exceptions for police cooperation, and deference to federal statute 
that may authorize voluntary information sharing — that expose Medford residents to immigration 
enforcement in ways the ordinance was intended to prevent; now, therefore,  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Medford City Council draft amendments to close 
identified loopholes in the Welcoming City Ordinance, including restrictions on fingerprinting beyond what 
state law requires and removal of the incidental use carve-out. 

 

Councilor Tseng Motioned to refer to Public Health and Safety and invite police to speak 
(seconded by VP Lazzaro) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in Favor, Zero opposed 

 

 

26-099 - Resolution to Review Urban Forestry Management Plan Recommendations (for referral to 
Public Works and Facilities Committee) 

 

WHEREAS, the administration completed an Urban Forest Management Plan, and the City Council 
unanimously passed a motion to fully fund this plan, and the Mayor replied that she intends to do so, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Public Works and Facilities Committee review the recommendations of the 
Urban Forest Management Plan, with particular attention to the Plan's recommended legislative actions 
— including amendments to Chapter 86, a private tree ordinance, a Tree Fund, and development 
mitigation requirements — and its staffing and budgetary implications for the Forestry Division.  

1. UFMP CC Memo 
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Councilor Tseng motioned to refer to Public Works and Facilities Committee (seconded 
by Councilor Callahan) _ Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 

 

 

HEARINGS 

25-136- Public Hearing - Proposed Amendments to the Medford Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 94 
(Inclusionary Housing Fractional Payment) 

 

Addressing the Council: 
Katherine Buckingham 
 
 
Councilor Scarpelli motioned to continue Public hearing till July 14th (seconded by VP 
Lazzaro) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
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Vice President Lazzaro motioned to suspend the rules and take paper 26-105 out of 
order (seconded by Councilor Mullane) - Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, 
Zero opposed 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

 

26-105 - Free Cash Appropriation for Affordable Housing Trust 

 

 

 

Addressing the Council: 
Katherine Buckingham Staff Planner Housing 
Lisa Annd Davidson Housing Trust Chairwoman 
 
 
Councilor Scarpelli Motioned to table (seconded by Councilor Mullane) – Approved on a 
Roll call vote of Five in favor, Two Opposed (Leming, VP Lazzaro)  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

193 
 

PETITIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND SIMILAR PAPERS 

 
26-100 - Petition for a New Class I Auto Sales and Class IV Auto Repair License - Asbury Boston T, 
LLC d/b/a Herb Chambers Toyota Boston 

 

 

 

Addressing the Council: 
Devin Bode Council for Asbury Motor Group LLC 
 
 
Councilor Scarpelli motioned to Approve (seconded by VP Lazzaro) – Approved on a 
Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero Opposed 
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MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
26-101 - Resolution to Amend Code of Ordinances Section 14-315 (Do Not Knock Registry) 

WHEREAS, Medford residents have the right to peace and privacy in their homes, and the 
City’s Do Not Knock Registry exists to protect that right by allowing residents to opt out of 
unwanted door-to door solicitation; and  

WHEREAS, the existing registry does not require solicitors to obtain updated lists after 
initial licensure, does not explicitly reach unlicensed solicitors, and does not attribute 
employee violations to the businesses that employ them — gaps that limit the registry’s 
effectiveness and leave registered residents without adequate protection; and  

WHEREAS, gaps exist in enforcement especially with respect to intradepartmental 
communication;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Medford City Council amend Section 14-315 
of the Code of Ordinances, strengthening the Do Not Knock Registry by requiring monthly 
registry updates for licensees, extending registry protections to unlicensed solicitors, and 
making businesses accountable for the conduct of their canvassers.  

1. Do_Not_Knock_Amendment_Memo_v2 
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Councilor Scarpelli motioned to refer the Amendments and review the background 
element of the Ordinance to the Subcommittee of Licensing and Permiting (seconded 
by Councilor Tseng) – Approved on a Roll call vote of Six in favor, One opposed (Pres. 
Bears) 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR CONT. 

 
26-102 - Board and Commission Appointments 

Community Garden Commission  

1. Linda Arini Affordable  

Housing Trust Fund Board  

1. Kayla Lessin Zoning  

Board of Appeals  

1. Mary Lee  

ATTACHMENTS  

1. Kayla Lessin - Board Commission Recommendation Signed Appointee Letter 

2. Linda Arini KL Resume 

3. Mary Lee Board Commission Recommendation 

 

Councilor Scarpelli motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Mullane) – Approved 
on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 

 

 

26-103 - Donation Acceptance 

 

 

Councilor Scarpelli motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Tseng) – Approved on 
a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
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26-104 - Adoption of Updated Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 

 

 

 

Vice President Lazzaro Motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Callahan) – 
Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
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26-106 - Amendment to Personnel Ordinance - Tree Warden 

 

 

 

Addressing the Council: 
Lisa Crowley HR Director 
 
 
Vice President Lazzaro motioned to Approve (seconded by Councilor Callahan) – 
Approved on a Roll call vote of Seven in favor, Zero opposed 
 

 
Public Participation 

 
Miccah Kesselman 499 Main St 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
Councilor Callahan motioned to Adjourn (seconded by Councilor ) – Approved on a Voice vote of Seven 
in favor, Zero opposed 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted  
 
 
Richard Eliseo Jr 
Acting City Clerk 
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